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EtherDrive® Storage Area Networking (SAN) 

CORAID’s EtherDrive® SAN is affordable network 
storage that delivers Fibre Channel speeds at 
Ethernet prices.  EtherDrive® storage uses the 
open ATA-over-Ethernet (AoE) light weight network 
storage protocol.  AoE is a simple way to move 
storage out of your servers and onto an Ethernet 
storage network. With AoE, disk read/write requests 
are placed directly into Ethernet frames.  The AoE 
protocol doesn’t use TCP/IP so it’s easy to process 
and doesn’t require special network interface 
cards.

EtherDrive® SAN is accessible and shared by any 
server/host machine attached to the storage network.  
Disks inside the  storage appliance are assembled 
into RAID volumes and presented as AoE block 
storage devices.  Servers discover and mount AoE 
storage devices by using an AoE software driver.  
The AoE driver presents an AoE device to the host 
OS as a local disk drive.  AoE storage is fast and 
can be used like any other disk drive.

Unlimited Storage
Users save money by installing their own disk drives.  
The SR2421 storage appliance accepts RAID class 
SATA or SATA2 disks.  As disk capacity increases, 
higher density disks can be installed quickly and 
easily.

There are no limits to how many EtherDrive®  storage  
appliance can be attached to a server.  There are no 
constraints to how big an AoE storage network can 
be expanded.  Each time a new EtherDrive® storage 
appliance is added to the storage network, more 
processing power is added and therefore aggregate 
throughput and IOPS performance of the storage 
system is also increased.  

Rack Mounted 4U - 24 Slot Shelf
Everything is included, all you need to add are SATA 
disks.  Each EtherDrive® SR2421 combines up to 
24 SATA disks into multiple RAID volumes then 
connects them to the AoE storage network.  AoE 
storage appears as a local disk drive to its host. 

Å Access speed > 200 MB/sec   
 sustained throughput
Å Dual 1 Gigabit Ethernet   
 connections
Å 24 hot swap SATA disks, AoE   
 accessed as RAID volumes
Å CORAID RAID controller provides  
 JBOD or RAID 0,1,5,6,10 with  
  automatic global spares
Å Continuous RAIDShieldÊ testing  
 ý xes SATA disk ñsoft failuresò

Å Hot swap disks, fans and   
 redundant power supplies
Å Up to 24 TB per 4U shelf
Å Simple command line interface
Å Syslog status messages
Å MAC ý ltering restricts volume   
 access to authorized servers

Å  RAID coný guration stored on each  
 disk allowing disk portability  
      

Å  AoE drivers are included in                 
 Linux 2.6.11+  kernels and available  
 for other operating systems including 
 Windows®, Linux, Mac OS® X,  
 FreeBSD, and SolarisÊ.
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